
Gliding Club of Victoria - Airflow April 2008 - April 2008

1 of 38

April 2008

Glider landing during the recent state comps. Photo by Richard Hunter



Gliding Club of Victoria - Airflow April 2008 - April 2008

2 of 38

Content

Your Club Committee
A Reluctant Decision
Emergency Emergency!
Fine Porcelain
Jim Barton AM
Khancoban 2007
Christmas 2007 Comps
Old Mates Week 2008
Dadswells Bridge
VSGC 2008
VSGC 2009
Multiclass Nationals 2009
Book Review
Movies
Photos
For Sale

Airflow
Editor: Amanda Penrose
Email: amanda@dd.com.au

Gliding Club of Victoria
Benalla Aerodrome, Samaria Road
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672,
Australia 
Phone: + 61 3 5762 1058 
Fax: + 61 3 5762 5599 
Email: gliding.net.au
Web: www.glidingclub.org.au



Gliding Club of Victoria - Airflow April 2008 - April 2008

3 of 38

Your Club Committee

At the AGM on 17 November 2007 the following members were elected unopposed to the GCV 
Committee:

President: John Switala
Vice-President: John Wharington
Treasurer: Scott Penrose
Secretary: Gerry Quinlan
Committee:

Peter Carey
John Gwyther
Roger Harrop
Guy Jeffery
Michael Kornhauser

If you have any scathingly brilliant ideas or initiatives that you believe the Committee should 
address, speak to any of the Committee members or alternatively you can email John Switala at 
john_switala@ptp.com.au or to Gerry Quinlan at gerry@glidingclub.org.au
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A Reluctant Decision

Blanik landing at Lilydale - Photo by Scott Penrose

By John Switala 
President - GCV

Reluctantly the GCV Committee has had to close the Lilydale operation. The operation will 
continue for the rest of this season but will not recommence next season.

Most members will be aware that the GCV operates out of Lilydale airfield (north east of 
Melbourne in the Yarra Valley) providing Trial Instructional Flights (TIFs) for those keen to 
experience glider flying. Lilydale operates between November and May with a break over the 
Christmas and New Year period.

The Lilydale operation is manned by club members on a volunteer basis flying one or two days on
the weekends. The operation requires a Tow pilot, Glider pilot, wing runner and Ômeet and greetÕ
person. One of that lot also has to be a Level 2 Instructor.

Unfortunately we have not been able to garner support for all the roles required to run Lilydale. 
There is also a reasonable amount of work that is done after hours in organising and scheduling 
the weekends.

From the point of view of attracting new members to the GCV, the operation was not as successful 
as we would have wished for. A few members joined over the years but the conversion rate was 
very low. I think it would be optimistic to say we gained, on average, one new member per year 
from the operation.

On the other hand, the Lilydale operation provided a much needed cash injection to the club at a 
time when cash was really, really required. So, for that outcome, the operation has been very 
successful and the club thanks those members who operated Lilydale during those times for the 
lifeline given the club.

The Lilydale operation was the brainchild of Bob Gray who was the clubÕs operations manager
some six years ago. BobÕs vision was to have a site that was closer to the population base of
Melbourne where the GCV could provide the specific service of TIF flights to those interested in
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the sport of gliding. There was much organising and cajoling to get a normally Òpowered aircraft
onlyÓ airfield to accept the powerless gliders in ÒtheirÓ circuit area. The establishment of the
Lilydale operation was due to the hard work of Bob Gray.

Over the years many members have put time and effort in operating Lilydale. Specifically the club
would like to thank Carlos Varsavsky who did the LionÕs share of after hours admin over the last
few years. Michael Kornhauser, who as Operations Manager, did much of the support work for
Lilydale as well as much flying there. Mike took over from Carlos last season and was amazed at
the amount of time required to successfully run the operation.

Many other club members have assisted over the years including Roger Harrop, Brian Bull, Bruce 
Nally, Bernard and Angela Barry, Robert Brown, Deniz Ture, Max Carpenter, Robert Pugh, Tim 
Cooke, Peter Carey, Viv Drew, Gary Allbutt, Alois Preiss, John Wharington and Denise, Scott 
Penrose, Robbie Burns, Don Ridgeway, Colin Collum, Darcy Hogan, Peter Martin and others.

The club thanks all those who have been involved in the Lilydale operation over the years.

As an aside to this announcement, the club has a temporary hangar at Lilydale. It is a metal frame
structure with a fabric covering. This is used to hangar the Blanik, the Scout tow plane and another
private powerplane, so, itÕs big enough for at least three aircraft. This hangar is surplus to the
clubÕs requirements, so if anyone wants to buy it they should make the club an offer on a Òwhere
is, as isÓ basis. You will need to collect it and transport it to where-ever. No airfield lease comes
with the hangar. WeÕll need to know in two weeks.
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Emergency, Emergency, Run For Your Lives!!!

The following is a letter sent to our CFI Paul Barber from Ed Bishop with permission from the 
author. The letter is presented here in full and only minor changes have been performed for 
grammatical reasons:

ÒPaul

On Saturday Feb 16 at about 1700hrs Reg Flanagan overflew the airfield and announced that he 
had undercarriage problems and required the glider strip (26R) cleared so he could do a possible 
wheels up landing. As the instructing in charge I, and the other club members present offered what 
assistance we could.

He was eventually able to land engine off with all wheels down.

The gist of this report is not what transpired, but the fact that our presence as operators on BLA 
airfield could and unfortunately does require us to help in emergency situations.

I have listed below a few principles I feel we should endeavour to follow in such circumstances.

Have one person in control-probably on the radio/phone1.
Delegate to others on the ground2.
Do not tell airborne pilots what to do-they are in control and are responsible for their 
decisions and a/c

3.

Keep radio transmissions to a minimum and relevant4.
Offer suggestions if necessary5.
Provide assistance as requested6.
Remain calm!7.

Paul, this are only my suggestions having been thrown into the situation. Maybe the Panel could 
briefly discuss this topic and add or modify as they see fit. A copy could then be forwarded to all 
instructors as food for thought.

Regards 

Ed

PS: We have one small fire extinguisher in the Pie Cart. I will talk to the local CFA to see what we
should have out there given we have aircraft with 100 litres or more on board. It looked very
small when I picked it up thinking I may have to use it!Ó

One item not mentioned in EdÕs letter is a request by the pilot for emergency services. Ed did not
hesitate and dialled 000 to contact emergency services. Three fire engines, two Ambulances, three
police cars and the SES truck arrived on the airfield to assist if their services were needed. The item
to bear in mind here is that the pilot requested emergency services and if you are in a similar
situation to Ed, do not hesitate and call immediately. To my knowledge and from Reg FlanaganÕs
comment, no charge is made by any of these services for their attendance.

The club commends Ed Bishop on keeping calm, assisting a fellow aviator and managing the 
circumstances to ensure the best possible outcome for all.

John Switala 
President Ð Gliding Club of Victoria
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Fine porcelain and other attractions

By John Switala

Those of you with a keen eye or keen bum would have noticed a different set of 'seats' in the 
clubhouse toilets. The original toilets were installed when the clubhouse was built in 1986 and 
were showing some problems.

The problem wasnÕt the bowl but the flushing mechanism or more correctly the ÔmatchingÕ of the
two elements Ð bowl and cistern. We had been getting many complaints that the 'contents' werenÕt
being evacuated, the re-fill time between flushes was too long, continual breakdowns creating
leaks, etc.

Unfortunately just replacing the cisterns and their mechanisms was not an option. The original
toilets installed were of the 'larger' size relying on more water to do the 'evacuation'. Replacement
cisterns to match the bowls requirements were not available any more. Installing more modern
cisterns, with lower water requirements, would not have performed as the bowl needed more water
to do the job(bies). Additionally, in these times of water saving it seems appropriate to conserve as
much water as possible and if we could install units that did the same evacuation job with half the
water Ð that would be a good thing.

So it was necessary to replace both the bowls and the cisterns to get a proper outcome. The
clubhouse committee of management decided to re-invest in the toilets and these were replaced in
November 2007. The cistern on the menÕs urinal was also replaced as it was continually breaking
down and leaking. Enjoy the new facilities.

Photographs withheld due to content.

Another improvement you should be aware of is the replaced air-conditioning in the upstairs
briefing room. While we have had air-conditioning in the room in the past it has struggled to do
the job. The previous unitÕs capacity was approximately 2 kilowatts in a room that required 6.3
kilowatts (according to the State Governments better air-conditioning web site).

The former unit while having some effect on the temperature was so loud that it had to be turned 
off during meetings, thus defeating the purpose of the unit! The new air conditioner is a split 
system unit so the noise of the compressor is left outside and its cooling power is 8.5 kilowatts.

The unit was installed as a result of a Local Government Grant of $2,500. Stu Smith did the leg 
work in the application, collating the quotes and chasing up the details. Pat Claridge from Council 
lent her support to the application.

The unit was commissioned in January during the Vic State comps and our scorer, Deniz Ture, 
who, installed in purgatory (the upstairs briefing room), was seen putting on a jacket about 30 
minutes after the unit was fired up (pun intended).

Many thanks to Stu Smith who put the leg work and time into the grant application - we now have 
a room we can use comfortably all year round.
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Jim Barton

A History of Membership of the Gliding Club of 
Victoria

February 12th 2008

JimÕs application for membership of the GCV was accepted by Committee on February, 12th
1948, sixty years ago today. His membership number is 189.

His initial flying training was on Primary gliders with dual instruction in the Merlin. He graduated
onto the Utility and then onto the Grunau. His initial training with the Club led Jim to follow a full
time flying career. He went on to qualify for his Commercial PilotÕs Licence, and, after a period
working as an instructor with the Royal Queensland Aero Club, joined Trans Australia Airlines in
1957. During his career with TAA he flew Douglas DC3, Cessna 180 (on low level mineral survey
flying in outback Australia), Vickers Viscount, Fokker Freindship, Douglas DC9, Boeing 727 and
A300 Airbus aircraft. He retired from TAA in 1988 after 31 years of service.

Since his initial introduction to gliding, Jim has been a devoted supporter of the sport. He was 
Treasurer of the GCV from 1950 to 1955 and Club President from 1958 to 1994, a period of 36 
years. Jim has been a Club instructor since 1953 and a tug pilot since 1956.

During his period as Treasurer and then President of GCV, the Club experienced rapid growth.
Under JimÕs leadership and a succession of strong Committees and sub committees backed up by a
band of dedicated enthusiastic members, many significant actions were carried through. Many are
listed as follows.

Relocation of the Club to Benalla and the set up of Clubhouse accommodation, a vast 
improvement on sleeping on the hangar floor.

Maintenance facilities.
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Construction of two double drum winches.

Installation of a field telephone circuit.

Introduction of a new era in training with the acquisition of the ES 52 Kookaburra two seater.

The build up of a fleet of gliders to cover the spectrum of soaring flight from basic training to
high performance sailplanes. The Club was the major supporter of Edmund Schneider, local
sailplane manufacturer. When the initial Kookaburra was purchased, the delivery flight from
Adelaide to Benalla via Moorabbin was sponsored by the daily newspaper, the Sun News Pictorial.
The ES 52 was towed low, down the main streets of towns on the way and under the wings was
painted ÒThe Sun Daily At DownÓ with a rooster painted under the fuselage.

A Tiger Moth, flown by its owner was hired on occasions to provide aerotow experience.

The Club's first Auster enabled the development of aerotow procedures, then a second Auster was 
purchased. Aerotow and simultaneous double drum winch launching became the norm. On a 
notable day, 140 launches took place.

The Club eventually moved up to Pawnees including a two-seater modification, built to train tug 
pilots.

A flying accident trust was established and functioned for some years.

Full time gliding operation began in 1970, GCV being the first to offer training 7 days a week, 
365 days a year. Regular courses were held covering abinitio to cross country. Three full-time 
instructors in addition to two casual instructors were required. A Staff Manager who also took part 
in flying training and a full time Maintenance Engineer covered the operation during these busy 
times. The Club provided the grounding for a number of members who have continued on to 
attain responsible careers in aviation.

During the years of Jim BartonÕs leadership, the membership increased from 100 to 650 and flying
hours from approx 500 to 10,000 hours annually, the highest flown by any flying club in
Australia at the time.

The Club fleet increased to 20 aircraft, including 3 tugs and a motor glider.

The Club operated 6 IS 28s and the utilization was so great that the approved lives of IS 28s would 
be reached, so the Club in conjunction with RMIT embarked on a life extension program.

GCV hosted State and National Competitions including two very successful international comps in 
1984 and 1986 known as Austraglide which were a prelude to the World Gliding Comps at Benalla 
in 1987.

The Club purchased a block of land on the corner of the airfield and when the future of the 
airfield was threatened, the Club acquired a 148 hectare property at Goorambat to ensure that GCV 
would remain in the area. Eventually Government and Council participated in the reconstruction 
of the airfield which also involved GCV.

Airfield infrastructure including three hangars, a workshop, underground fuel tanks and pumps, 
toilets and shower block involved members who spent hundreds of hours on these projects.

Extensive lobbying of State, Commonwealth and Local Government resulted in the erection of the 
State Gliding Centre. A substantial contribution in money and effort was contributed by GCV.

Jim was honoured by being made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 1990, one of the first 
members of the gliding movement to achieve this distinction for services to gliding. Jim is still an 
active GCV instructor and tug pilot. He is also very active in the establishment of the Australian
Gliding Museum, which has had donated to it approximately 40 historic gliders, a large collection 
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of gliding books, magazines, gliding records and other memorabilia, and construction has be 
begun of a large hangar building at Bacchus Marsh to store its collection.

An amazing 60 year era with the GCV.

Congratulations Jim!
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Khancoban 2007

By John Switala

The weather was unkind on the Saturday and Sunday with the Khancoban region receiving 80mm
of rain in the period. Still, an opportunity to do some socialising, visit the hydro power station up
the road or do some fishing (score - fish 43, fisherman nil). It was actually quite pleasant to watch
and feel the rain for a change Ð we didnÕt complain.

This year we trialled an extended period from the normal 4 days of Khancoban to 8 days, 
operating from Saturday to Saturday. We had 25 gliders registering interest in the trip but, in the 
end 21 gliders turned up. The weather being a major contributor to the no-shows during the first 
four days.

With the larger number of aircraft and pilots (many gliders were shared amongst a number of
pilots and had several launches per day) anticipated on the camp we decided to send two tugs this
time. GCV Pawnee BXP and the Scout UTK were in attendance. With twenty gliders on the grid
and only one tug, previous experience has told us that the last bugger in the launch queue has to
wait about 3 hours after the first guy. ThatÕs a lot of valuable gliding time! Not to mention the
frustration and ÒattitudeÓ that can develop while waiting in the queue and having to ÒdealÓ with
queue jumpers. With the two tugs the operation was smooth with no more then a queue of 5
developing at busy times. It was agreed by all that two tugs for this amount of gliders was a good
thing!

Main tug pilots were Mark Goodley and Peter Carey with relief tugging being provided by Neil 
Williams, Gary Allbutt and Robbie Burns.

The Monday through to Friday was champagne flying! CuÕs filled the skies and it seemed you
could go anywhere.

On Monday John Wharington found some wave and climbed to 12,500 feet. Others had ÔsniffsÕ of
it but couldnÕt connect, so John did the best for height gain on the trip. The other days varied a
little but for most it was easy to see 8,000 feet each day. With heights like that pilots werenÕt
restricted to the ranges and ridges and wandered far and wide to use the dayÕs resources.

Our Treasurer and Tuggy, Peter Carey, had the opportunity to have several flights in the Duo
Discus. The first was a venture to the edge of Lake Hume to the west and to other points of interest
around Khancoban with Mike Kornhauser. The other flight was over Mt Kosciusko with Phil
Henderson Ð a first for Peter Carey (to be honest, it was a first for Phil Henderson too. Still, Peter
didnÕt have to know that!). Phil commented to Peter that he was a ÒconservativeÓ pilot and Peter
was happy with that until they arrived in front of the main range about 1,500 feet below the top of
the ridge and facing a wall of granite. Apparently the cockpit conversation went from Ha, Ha, Ha
to Um, Um, Um.
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Peter Carey enjoys Mt Kosciusko

We had five women pilots at the Khancoban trip Ð this must be a record! Gracing us were Viv
Drew, Louise OÕGrady?, Anne Philcox, Justine Thompson and Cathy Conway. Observers noted 
that although there were 5 women flying no brooms were spotted!!

Anne gave us some excitement though! She was in a Libelle getting some assistance from Dave
and Cathy Conway in the Nimbus 4DM. On the way back from Kosi Anne got low near Mt
Youngel and was struggling to recover. The radio conversation was riveting as DavidÕs radio was
very soft and Viv (whose radio was very loud) had to relay. I always thought she could ÔplockÕ
into Geehi strip, until a little later, I discovered she was on the Murray River side of Mt Youngel!
Not much there but trees, rocks, trees, trees, rocks and more trees! Anyhow, with her superior skill
she managed to fly out rather then walk bits of a Libelle out. In actual fact there was a small
paddock cleared of trees in the valley, but it would have been very small and highly unknown in
regards to logs, rocks, kangaroos, fencing, etc. The following day she was awarded the inaugural
ÒKoalaÓ trophy Ð for being so close, she could talk to koalas!

The Conways, David and Cathy, brought their newly (for them) purchased Nimbus4DM. This is a
self launching, two seater, 26.5 metre span beast. Whenever it was on the field, it ÒoccupiedÓ the
field, the whole field! Watching it self launch into the south, into the dam wall and over the lake,
was interesting from the ground - IÕm sure it was more interesting from the cockpit!! Its climb rate
looked to be about 2 knots, with two on board, so climbing over the lake, which has its
downdraughts at times, would have made the launch interesting. They stayed nearby the field until
they gained some height Ð smart thinking that!

David Conway showed us a unique run over Mt Kosciusko that ended up being called ÒThe
ConwayÓ. It involved pushing in to the summit from the edge of the main range, circling the
summit, riding down the small ridge leading away from the summit to the north-east, over a saddle
and into the small valley holding Lake Albina before exiting through the gorge on the main range
and ending up in the valley over Geehi river. It was an interesting way to blow off 1,500 feet!!
Entry height from the main range was about 8,200 feet and after the run you ended up at about
6,700 feet, depending, of course, on how hard you pushed!! The sequence was then to catch the
fairly reliable thermal sitting off the gorge pumping at about 3.5 knots, back to 8,200 feet and do
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it again!! Much enjoyment!!

The picture shows the Henderson family; Phil, Gaynor and Courtney (sheÕs the small one), (on the
left), on the field on Wednesday and, conveniently, our ÒGliding Lawn MicrophoneÓ managed to
pick up this exchange:

Courtney: Daddy, daddy, look at the glider!
Phil: Yes Courtney, there are a lot of gliders here.
Courtney: Daddy, look at THAT glider!
Phil: Yes Courtney, weÕll look at the gliders later.
Courtney: But daddy THEREÕS? a glider!!
Phil: Yes Courtney, weÕll look at the gliders later.
Whoooooshhhhh!!!!!
Phil: What the golly was that??
Courtney: Told you there was a glider.
Phil: Yes Courtney.

It seems that at least one of the Henderson clan was aware of their surroundings that day!
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It seems also that the daily flying activities were too much for some pilots. HereÕs an example of
Ted (not his real name) whose level of tiredness was too much, having succumbed at the dinner
table! Before dinner!! But donÕt worry he didnÕt miss out on helping to wash up!

Khancoban is on every year around the Melbourne Cup weekend (first Tuesday in November). If
we have the same level of interest in 2008 weÕll bring the second tug over Ð it really made a big
difference. So, mark the dates in your diaries (November 1 to 8 2008) and come and enjoy some
great mountain flying.
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Christmas 2007 Comps

The GCV Xmas competition was held this year as normal from 27 December 2007 to 1 January 
2008. The event was successful, and this article provides a brief outline for all members.

Pilots

Our competition attracted a total of 20 pilots and pilot pairs; some flew all days while others flew 
on just some days determined by their interest and availability.

We had four pilots from other Clubs across Australia join us. This year we were pleased to 
welcome Geoff Vincent (Grampians Soaring Club), Simon Brown (Geelong Gliding Club), David 
Meredith (Geelong Gliding Club) and Swain Johnson (Gliding Club of WA).

David Goodley (GCV) fly with us this year. David is enjoying his 1st Cross-Country season and
acquitted himself very well. Well done David!

Activity

Tasks were flown on all six days. No outlandings were necessary and no safety related incidents 
occurred. Well done to all competing pilots for a safe competition.

Area Assigned Tasks (AAT) were set for all six days of the competition, and pilots were free to 
select their launch and start times. This competition format provides maximum flexibility for pilots 
and minimises ground organisation and resources. Minimum task times varied from 2 to 3 hours, 
depending on weather.

Weather over the six days was dominated by a hot air mass. For example, the following graph 
shows the Melbourne sounding from New Years Eve:
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You don't see a temperature trace like this very often Ð it promises fantastic soaring at temperatures
above 40 degrees but, unfortunately, such high temperatures were predicted for late the following
day, if at all. Such conditions made task setting difficult and led to late starts on many days.
Non-the-less, good competitive flying was possible (even though extreme heights were not
achieved).

Placings

Peter Martin won this year's competition. For reference, the 1st three placings were as follows.

Placing Pilot Total Points

1 Peter Martin 4679.2

2 Jonathan Walker/Mike Cater 4580.8

3 Max Kirschner/Bob Fox 4495.6

Well done to Peter and all place holders!

Thanks

The success of this year's competition depended on many people. It is not practical to name them 
all, but a few deserve special thanks:

Sue Kirschner: Registrations and Administration
Max Kirschner: Task Setting
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Deniz Ture: Scoring
Gerry Hogan: Wind-up BBQ and Bar supervision

Next year

A similar competition will be held next season from 27 December 2008 to 1 January 2009. Please 
enter these dates into your diary now, and make a second note to book a GCV glider (or the Duo 
Discus) early to secure an aircraft.

John Millott - Competition Director
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Old Mates' Week: 10 Ð 15 March 2008

by Jim Barton

The annual gathering - itÕs very routine these days- was celebrated in the usual fashion with the
collection of mature gliding types, ex Club members and friends visiting to get their annual fix of
a flight or two. High temperatures persisted over the week and many were introduced, or
reintroduced, to open cockpit aviation.

The Australian Gliding Museum T31B was available for us to use for the occasion, and this
provided the opportunity for many pilots to experience open cockpit flying for the first time. With
the high temperatures it proved a very pleasant experience compared to an enclosed cockpit. The
GCV operated a T31B in the early fifties Ð this had been built by members from a kit.

Wednesday night dinner was a full house again, it being a great social event and a well established
feature of the week. The mystery bus trip this year, with a new luxury bus, proved to be a winner
when the Chief Director, John King, found Echuca and a magnificent winery in the scrub on the
banks of the Murray River. The bus passengers also tried out a paddle steamer trip on the water.
JohnÕs problem this year with his new piece of machinery was the lack of a gear lever to graunch.

Numerous members from other gliding clubs were again in evidence, making it a broad gliding
social event. My thanks are in order to Graham Garlick, Ken Boland, Alan Patching, Gerry Hogan
and John King who assisted throughout the week, also for Kaylene for producing approximately
100 two course dinners on Wednesday evening and Rhonda who maintained her sanity whilst
running the office in her usual efficient manner, plus all the attendees who helped to make this
yearÕs event such a magnificent gathering.

Guess we will have to do it again next year!
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Dadswells Bridge 2008 Wave Camp

The winter season is upon us and that means itÕs time to hunt the wave at Dadswells Bridge. Every
year members of the club go to Dadswells Bridge, a ÔspotÕ on the Western Highway about 27
kilometres from Stawell towards Horsham. Dadswells is adjacent to the Grampian Mountains and
gives us the opportunity to fly wave, ridge and thermals.

There are four away weekends planned, they are:

June 7,8,9 (Queen's Birthday Weekend)
July 12,13
August 16,17
September 18,19,20,21

At stake, as usual, is the coveted Dadswells Bridge Height Gain trophy, awarded to the greatest
height gain on any of the four trips. Last yearÕs winner was John Gwyther and although he had a
pretty good grip on the trophy I think a determined effort could seize it away from him!

We will be supplying the tug from the GCV fleet, probably the Scout this year. We tried the 
Pawnee, BXP, last year but the ferry trips were murder on the costs, so we want to try the Scout 
and see if we can gain any economies due to the smaller engine and larger capacity fuel tanks (no 
need to land at Bendigo to refuel).

There may be a club glider based at Colefield for the July through September weekends (not
June), so if youÕre gliderless there may still be an opportunity for you to fly there. The ÒmaybeÓ is
based on the Mossie having to go through a 30 year inspection this year so weÕre not sure of itÕs
availability at this moment.

If you want to fly at Dadswells, from the Colefield airstrip, you should be an Independent 
Operator, and have a reasonable degree of experience. Having said that we are expecting the 
Horsham boys to be bringing down their twin seater so there is the opportunity to get a flight if 
you want one. If you are bringing your own glider to fly you will require third party insurance to 
the minimum value of $250,000 which is a requirement of the airfield owner. The contact point 
for this year is Viv Drew who has further details on flying at Dadswells.

Some of the choices for accommodation are listed below. If you choose to stay at Old Dadswells 
Town, trailer parking will be available. Trailer Parking is still available at the caravan park if you 
choose to stay there.

Old Dadswells Town 03 53595299 mobile 0408737218 
Dadswells Bridge Caravan Park 03 53595241 
Motel accomodation at Dadswells 03 53595251 
http://www.travelaustralia.com.au/city/dadswells_bridge-accommodation-3090

Because we are dragging our tug Òall the wayÓ over there itÕs important to get a good idea on the
numbers of pilots expected, so if you are a regular or just want to visit please let Viv Drew know
of your intentions.

For further information contact Viv Drew 
Phone (w): 03 9550 5673 
Fax (w): 03 9550 5680 
Mob: 0428 583 746 
Email: vivienned@nuplex.com.au
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VSGC 2008

Photos by Richard Hunter

The Gliding Club of Victoria hosted the Victorian State Gliding Championships from the 5th to 
12th January 2008 at Benalla. There is an excellent article in the March 2008 Australian Soaring 
written by Jo Pocklington and I encourage you all to read it.

The winners and runner-up in each class were:

Open: Points 

Tony Tabart 929.01.
David Wilson 888.62.

15 Metre: 

Bruce Cowain 886.61.
Graham Garlick 881.02.

Standard: 

Allan Barnes 947.61.
Toby Geiger 932.82.
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Check the differences in the scores; all classes were very close with only 5.6 points separating the 
winner from runner up in 15 metre class!

We had 17 entries in the comp, which was a little less then we wanted but it was a fun and 
competitive group and everybody had an enjoyable time. We flew 6 out of 8 days with varied 
conditions throughout the comp with some days up at 11,000 feet and others we struggled around 
the task at 4,500 feet. A good test of skills!!

In order to make a competition like this many things need to happen! The GCV would like to 
thank:
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Jo Pocklington for keeping everybody on the internet up-to-date with the results and news on the 
comp by providing daily updates on the web site and a comprehensive article in Australian 
Soaring.
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Kaylene was back in the kitchen and doing a great job for us! Many stayed the night to enjoy
KayleneÕs fare and enjoyed the company of other pilots with a beverage from the GCV bar. Ron
Grant was KayleneÕs bitch for the week, helping with the ordering and cleaning up! It was good to
see someone telling Ron what to do for a change!!
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Gerry Hogan kept the bar filled with the goodies we like!! It seemed an almost daily operation for 
Gerry. Gerry also helped on the field supplying the daily water requirements for the helpers and 
manned the Bar-B-Q for our club cook-up nights.

John Millott manned the kitchen during the morning proving an array of rolls with a variety of
fillings to fuel us for the dayÕs activities. You had to be quick to get into the lunch queue as
demand was high for his tasty and nutritious lunches.



Gliding Club of Victoria - Airflow April 2008 - April 2008

25 of 38

John Robinson was our Marshall on the field. The Marshall is responsible for the orderly gridding 
of gliders for the launch. It is sometimes compared with herding cats. John kept everyone under 
control, although he did get a few minor scratches!

We had a number of people who turned up regularly to help launch the gliders. Many thanks to 
Viv Drew, David Holbrook and Gerry Quinlan. Also thanks to other helpers who came out on 
other days.
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Rhonda and Sue helped in the office with the registrations and the (seemingly) never ending list of 
paperwork requiring signing, counter-signing, witnesses to the signing and counter-signing and 
filing! The girls were there in the afternoon also co-ordinating the retrieves, both by air and by 
road, for those pilots who pushed a little too hard on the day!

Our daily weather was provided by David Wilson. David got it right most days with launching 
times and task conditions. At least David had to fly in the stuff he predicted!!
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Daily task setting was performed by Peter Gray. Peter set a variety of task lengths and times to suit 
the conditions and was spot on. As Peter was also a competitor in the comp, we were fairly 
comfortable that he would set a task that was achievable!! Peter also assisted Gerry with the 
Bar-B-Q nights.

Deniz Ture kept everyone honest by scoring the event. Deniz helped in the morning with the task 
setting and was harassed at night with people wanting scores. Deniz was usually one of the last to 
leave the clubhouse.
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Phil Henderson ran his first competition as Competition Director. Phil was a keen observer of Colin
TurnerÕs ÒdirectorshipÓ during the Club Class comps two years ago. Phil observations paid off with
a well controlled and smooth competition. Everyone thought Phil did a fantastic job for the whole
comp.

The GCV will host the Victorian State Competition next year on 3rd to 10th January 2009
inclusive. Competitions are a good way to hone your gliding skills and learn from others. Have a
go Ð enjoy a competition.
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VSGC 2009

In January 2008 we hosted the Vic State comps. While we had less than the anticipated numbers it 
was an enjoyable competition by those who attended.

As we are hosting the National Multi class comp in January 2009 it seemed like a good idea to 
have the Vic Sates back as a lead in competition. We will have to do some set-up work for the 
Nationals anyway so we may as well use this infrastructure to host the Vic States!

The Vic States is a week long competition and an excellent way for pilots who wish to experience 
competitions to get started and have a go.

The dates are Saturday 3 January to Saturday 10 January 2009 inclusive.

Come along to compete or just to help out and have some fun.
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Multiclass Nationals 2009

The Gliding Club of Victoria will host the National Multi-Class Gliding Competition in January 
2009 between Monday 12 to Friday 23 inclusive. Previous comps have attracted around 60 gliders 
(66 in the last Multi class in Temora in January 2008), so we anticipate around that number. We 
will cap the number of entries to 60 gliders.

Will there be opportunities to fly during the comp? In previous years when we have hosted the 
National Club Class and have had around 60 gliders competing there has been opportunities to do 
cross country soaring around the competition. There are basically two options. Get out early and 
launch before the competition or wait until the comp fleet launches (about 1 hour) and launch 
after them.

The Competition Director is required to have at least 1,000 metres of convective air (air thatÕs got
thermals in it) available (about 4,000 feet QNH) prior to launching the fleet, so there is
opportunity to get into the air and start a cross country task before the comp gets launched. Also, if
the expected numbers are reached, weÕll have a few extra tugs about so getting airborne quickly
shouldnÕt be a problem. The Comp Director usually likes to have a few aircraft launched before
the fleet to act as ÔsniffersÕ to verify the conditions.

There are however some limits. If you launch before the comp and hang around Benalla you may
be joined in the air by 60 other gliders! So, you need to be confident and safe with these numbers
of gliders about! The Comp Director usually declares a turning direction while themalling in the
Benalla CTAF for safety reason. ItÕs a good idea to know what the direction is in case youÕre up
there and joined by others!

At the other end of the day is the end of the task. With AAT (Assigned Area Tasks) the bulk of a 
class will come home at around the same time. This makes it awkward to be in the circuit area at 
the same time as arriving competition gliders. I have seen eight gliders in circuit at the one time; 
everyone managed their position well, landed appropriately and maintain appropriate radio comms 
- easy. We usually halt club launching (to keep the tugs out of the way of finishing gliders) and 
ask club gliders to land unless they are confident to stay airborne during the finish.

The Ôspeed tasksÕ run during the competitions are usually flown during the Òbest part of the dayÓ,
this ensures the best possible speeds are achieved, however, it also means that there are many hours
of soaring available at either end of the competition task, so a chance to gets some good flying in.

These National level competitions also attract some of AustraliaÕs best pilots. All of them, I have
found, are more than willing to pass on ÔsecretsÕ or techniques they use to fly fast. This is a great
opportunity to learn!!

If you want to help out and enjoy the atmosphere mark these dates in your diary and come up to 
help!
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The Weather and Climate of Australia and New 
Zealand

Review by Jeremy Miller

There are often discussions around the airfield about the climate, weather patterns, stability, 
instability, subsidence and other meteorological topics.  As a past yachty, paraglider pilot,
windsurfer, and current kite surfer, private pilot and now glider pilot, the weather has alway 
affected activities I undertake for enjoyment, yet it is something I do not know a lot about but
have always wanted to study in greater depth.  I was only able to attend one morning of the Cross
Country course ran by Graeme Garlick in November, and during this discussion Graeme referred 
to a book that caught my eye and I hoped would increase my understanding - The Weather and
Climate of Australia and New Zealand.  Thus I felt most fortunate when I happened upon it in the
Bargain Bin at http://seekbooks.com.au.

As this book is written as a text book for meteorology students it is well laid out, easy to follow, 
descriptive and well supported by images, figures and tables.  It also includes some formulae for
conducting calculations for those who are interested in the mathematical theory.  This book is not
directly aviation focused and discusses the weather climate in general which gives a much broader
description that will support any aviation meteorology study you may have already undertaken.

The book is divided into 11 chapters in four parts dealing with:

Global Patterns,1.
Regional Patterns (synoptic scale),2.
Local Patterns (sub-synoptic scale), and3.
Climate Change. 4.

The first three parts are loaded with information directly relevant to Gliding.  Part 1 describes the
construct of the atmosphere, radiative processes and global circulation patterns.  Part 2
concentrates on air-mass characteristics, atmospheric stability, horizontal motion (why the wind 
blows parallel to isobars, and not directly from the high to low pressure), weather systems in 
Australia and New Zealand and weather forecasting.  Part 3 focuses on regional scale effects such
orographic lifting, thunderstorms and regional climate variations.  I haven't read Part 4 yet so can't
comment on its relevance.

In particular I have found Parts 1 and 2 of this book relevant to gliding as they describe the
common atmospheric, climatic and meteorological processes.  Included in these are sections
devoted to thermals, cloud types, fronts, inversions and lapse rates.  I have used this book to
support my own study for power pilots licence examinations and increase my knowledge on 
meteorology in general.  I highly recommend it and consider that due to the importance of
weather to our sport, for those interested in the theory this book should probably be part of your
aviation library allowing you to refer back to it to refresh on the subjects discussed.

Both the first and second editions are available.  The second edition contains updates and
expanded explanations on atmospheric humidity and stability, stability of the layers of air, weather 
forecasting, climate variability and atmospheric modelling.

Author: Andrew Sturman, Nigel Tapper 
Publisher: Oxford University Press, February 2006 
ISBN: 019558466X EAN: 9780195584660 
Available from http://www.fishpond.com.au and http://seekbooks.com.au 
Price ranges from $55 - $155

For those of you who are interested in learning a little more about the weather  NOAA have a
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simple online school for weather (though US focused) at:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/jetstream/index.htm
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Movies

French KC-135 low pass

From: Gary Brasher

Smokin low pass

From: Gary Brasher

Sideslip

From: Aus-soaring email list

Alice Springs

From: Aus-soaring email list
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Photos

Bird Strike

By Max Kirschner

Famous tennis star Rhonda Navratilova visits the 
GCV

By John Switala
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Go Fast Trailer

By John Switala

ÒI can understand polishing a glider for better performance, but polishing a trailer for faster
retrieves??Ó

Snow

By Louise O'Grady

"The aircraft in the Pic is located outside of my current Office at Grob-Aerospace in Germany!!"
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For Sale 2008 04

For Sale

Cheap High Performance Flying

There are a number of opportunities to purchase Shares in the Duo Discus syndicate based in 
Benalla. The shares were originally purchased for $6000,with the last Duo share being sold for 
$5000.

The following shares are available:

6 shares for $24000 for all six: contact John Hilton-Wood 03 9787 1326
1 share for $5500: contact Paul Barber 03 9521 6225
1 share for $5000: contact Vivienne Drew 03 9550 5673 vivienned@nuplex.com.au
1 share for sale (price on application): contact Peter Trotter 0417888040


