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Many Big Flights From Benalla

by Robert Dorning

The fortnight of record temperatures that ended in the Victorian bushfire tragedies produced
very good soaring conditions at Benalla and a large number of great flights. Distances of flights
are given below with most flight information being from the "Online Contest" available at:
http://www3.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/

Bob Nicholls (Ventus 2cT): 1035 km, 928 km, 923 km, 868 km, 868 km, 812 km, 644 km,
629 km
Michael Sommer (Nimbus 3T): 1028 km, 1010 km
Graham Garlick (ASW 20): 977 km, 972 km
Jonathan Walker (Discus bT): 911 km
Steven Turner (ASG 29): 893 km
Nick Woods (ASG 29): 860 km, 799 km, 712 km, 654 km
Craig Blunt (ASW 17): 828 km
Stu Smith (Ventus 17.6 m): 810 km
Peter Hokkanen (Nimbus 3): 798 km, 716 km, 633 km
Charles Day (Kestrel 17 m): 780 km, 700 km, 670 km
Lars Bjoernevik (Ventus 2c): 780 km
Ben Loxton (Ventus): 751 km, 702 km
Max Kirschner (Ventus 2cT): 739 km
Brendan English (Std Cirrus): 684 km
Chris Gough (LS7): 652 km
Robert Dorning (LS6): 636 km
Mary Neighbour (Ventus 2cT): 623 km

Congratulations to the pilots for the great flights they made. They must be very proud.
Apologies to any pilots who have been missed. The flights were made by pilots from many parts
of the world. The most prolific pilots were our members from the UK, but excellent flights were
made by Lars Bjoernevik from Norway and Chris Gough from Canada (one of our mid-week
tug pilots).

Apart from the obvious great flights I would like to recognise two notable flights - the 623 km
flight by Mary Neighbour and the 684 km flight by Brendan English in his Standard Cirrus.
Also Lars Bjoernevik set a new Norwegian 750 km triangle speed record of 133 km/hr.

It's still not the end of the soaring season, although the days are getting shorter. There will still
be the opportunity for good flights in coming weeks.
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Final Glide, Bill Anderson

by Robert Dorning

Bill Anderson

On January 17, long term member of the GCV, Bill Anderson, died after a 9 month battle with
cancer, aged 77. Bill's funeral was attended by a strong contingent of GCV members. Bill is
survived by his wife Dawn, who many members know, three sons and six grandchildren. Bill's
second son John was also a member of GCV and shared two gliders with his father.

At the funeral many members learned for the first time about Bill's first glider flight which was
in a Kookaburra at Benalla. The launch was by winch and the cable broke at 200 feet and the
glider pancaked back to earth falling apart around its occupants with a broken fuselage.
Amazingly neither the pilot nor Bill was hurt. Not discouraged, Bill returned to Benalla a few
weeks later for another trial flight and joined GCV on November 25, 1969.

Bill must have made quick progress in his gliding because by the beginning of 1974 he was part
of a four person syndicate which purchased the Nimbus II GOG at the World Gliding
Championships at Waikerie (a very hot ship at the time). Two of the syndicate are still active
pilots and contributors to the Club - Laurie McKinlay and Mike Kornhauser.

Bill was one of a small band to promote x-country flying in the early days  and which led to
GCV becoming the strong x-country club it is today. Apart from leading by example by flying in
competitions at all levels and by attempting record flights from Benalla, Bill joined a small
informal sub-committee called the Performance Panel whose aim was to promote x-country
flying. The Performance Panel was active in running well-attended winter lectures about a range
of topics in Melbourne and raising money for gliding paraphernalia. Bill was Head of Chemical
Engineering at RMIT at the time which helped with RMIT becoming the venue of the winter
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lecture series. Perhaps these winter lectures could be copied by the Club today as a means in
increasing membership activity throughout winter.

Like many members Bill was active in the preparation and running of the World Gliding
Championships held at Benalla in 1987 and assisted with the task-setting at the Worlds. As a
result, he became a regular task-setter at competitions run at Benalla.

Sometime in the 1980s, Bill purchased a new LS3 with this son John. The two actively flew the
glider until it was destroyed in an out-landing. Bill and John then purchased a 17m DG 202
which Bill flew regularly until his illness interfered. He sold the DG late last year.

Bill took a scientific approach to gliding and was very interested in all aspects of the theory of
x-country flight including meteorology. He was a gentle, self-possessed person who never
became involved in the senior levels of GCV like the Club Committee. Nevertheless, he could
often be found quietly doings things for the Club. He became a Form 2 Inspector so he could do
the annual inspections on his gliders in his retirement and began the tradition of doing the Form
2 on one Club FRP glider each year. This tradition is now being taken-up by other Club
members.

It is sad when one loses a old friend, but there are many members of the GCV who will be
reminded from time-to-time of Bill and fond memories will flash back. Bill was a special
person. He loved his gliding.

A young Bill Anderson and Mike Kornhauser with their Nimbus II GOG
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GCV Donation to the Fire Appeal

by John Gwyther for the GCV Committee

On behalf of the members, the GCV committee has donated $500 to the Fire Appeal. One might
ask why a sporting club would do such a thing. Isn't it best left to individual members to make
this decision using their own money?

Normally, I would say the club should leave it to their members' own decision. However, this
disaster is so tragic and unique that we felt that we need to do something to help those who have
lost everything, even life itself. If the club should go without some trifle for a short period, then
that is nothing in comparison to the need of those affected. So, we hope you support our
decision and I hope that each of you will find a way to donate some more yourself. Helping
one's mates, even if we don't know them, is the true ethos of Australia. After all, who knows
where our own particular dice might fall in the future.

Addendum: The committee has also donated a TIF flight for a raffle. The flight is expected to
get good attention.
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Information Wanted

Wanted, any and all information related to glider maintenance, service and parts, to be listed on
a website recently launched by Maddog Composites (http://www.maddogcomposites.com.au) in
conjunction with Web Adventures. Included on the site are pages listing gliding related parts
available for sale, trade, loan or give away, as well as gliding related suppliers and services. We
would like to have on the list every unused or unwanted glider part in Australia as well as all
known suppliers and services. To achieve this we need everyone with parts or supplier and
service contacts to let us know what you have so we can add to the list. Email
info@maddogcomposites.com.au or mail Maddog Composites, PO Box 21 Boonah Qld 4310.
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For Sale

Toyota Camry Executive 4 door Sedan

Toyota Camry Executive 4 door SEDAN  White 5 sp Manual 258000km   2.2 4cyl. Reg :
FAW-076
Aircon, power steering, central locking, tow bar, Electric mirrors, 5 New Tyres, Battery 12
months old, New timing Belt, New CV boots Excellent Condition.

$3,300

Contact Graeme
Phone: 03 5762 7035 or 0428 848 486
Email: graemeandsandra@yahoo.com

TV Set

Do you know someone in need of a TV set?   Panasonic 68cm with remote control, in perfect
working order.
Can be collected from Toorak
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Email: carey@ericorp.com.au
Phone: 0412464340

FREE - Double Bed

I have removed our old small size double bed from our caravan. It is a spring base with metal
legs (designed to be screwed to the floor) and a double mattress. It would be perfect for a
caravan or one of the Benalla club rooms. It should be bolted down.

Free delivery to the GCV or pick up from Panton Hill.

Contact Scott Penrose
Email: scottp@dd.com.au
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Competition Lifts Skills in Cross-Country Flying

by Juri Jeske

As part of the 47th Multi-Class National Competition, a number of very lucky pilots were
provided the opportunity to fly in the Duo Discus with David Conway, a National Coach from
Adelaide.

Amongst the many aspects of flying and competition, strategy, thermalling, dolphin flying,
tactics, navigation, dealing with fatigue and meteorology were significant areas of practice over
the four to six-hour-long tasks.

Spectacular competition finishes, an out-landing, repeated air-sickness experiences (Dave
complained that I brought along only transparent plastic bags!), days with blue skies and dust
devils as well as days of cloud 'highways' gave us a taste of different conditions and the thrill
that is shared during these events.

On behalf of my flying colleagues: Jutta, Kah, Amy, Brian and John; I wish to sincerely thank
the club and David for their very generous contribution to our flying careers.

Kah, Dave, Jutta and Juri at the Multi-Class National Competition

Gliding Club of Victoria - Airßow February 2009 - February 2009 21/2/09 9:05 PM

10 of 29



Airspace Restrictions

by Paul Barber, Chairman/Instructors Panel  

It has been brought to my attention that a number of violations of Airspace Restrictions have
recently occurred.
When a pilot announces to the world that he is at 13000ft, and clearly breaking these
restrictions, it does not do well for the club image.  
Considering the amount of time spent by Graham Garlick, including many briefings on the
subject, this is disappointing.
If you are unsure of the restrictions, check the board in the clubhouse.

On a more pleasant note, I am pleased to advise the following movements within the Instructors
panel.

David Scott is now a Air Experience Instructor.
Both Roger Harrop and Lew Tankard upgraded to Level 1 Instructors.
Darcy Hogan upgraded to a Level 3 Instructor.

Well done guys.
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Upgrading the Club Fleet

by Robert Dorning

At its meeting on February 19, the GCV Committee took the decision to advertise for sale the
Mosquito FQO and the Blanik GEU. This is addition to an earlier decision to advertise the
IS28b GVY. The Club therefore will have three gliders on the market at the same time!

The reasons for attempting to sell the three gliders are different in each case, but have a common
theme. Each glider is getting long in the tooth for a Club such as GCV and there is a need to
upgrade our gliding fleet. It is recognised this could be a protracted process, but it is necessary
to take preliminary steps to see what's possible.

IS28 GVY

Following the purchase of the K-21 and closure of the Lilydale satellite operation, GCV owns 5
twin-seaters - 3 IS28S, the Blanik and the K-21. Over the last 5 years and more the Club has
operated successfully with 3 twin-seaters. Therefore, in historical terms we are 2 twin-seaters in
excess of our needs. With the purchase of the K-21 the Club signalled  its intention to move
away from aluminium IS28s to higher performing and lower maintenance FRP twin-seaters.

Blanik GEU

The Blanik was purchased for the Lilydale satellite operation and has been a successful asset.
However, since the closure of the Lilydale operation at the end of last spring it has received little
utilisation at Benalla. Moreover, its last Form 2 (annual inspection) highlighted major mods
would be required in the future and now would be a good time for the Blanik to be purchased by
a Club with low utilisation needs. GEU is one of the better Blaniks in Australia

Mosquito FQO

The Mossie has been with the Club for a long time and is need of some TLC. It would not be
economical or practicable for the Club to refurbish the glider. Nevertheless, FQO glides and
thermals well and is a lovely glider to fly. It could be a good first glider for a young glider pilot,
or a syndicate, prepared to put in some effort to bring their new baby up to scratch. The
availability of the Corowa Mossie offered a window of opportunity to dispose of FQO without
inconveniencing members. Although the Corowa Mossie hasn't been available since it was
damaged in an outlanding accident in December, it will be back on-line in April or soon after.

The Committee doesn't have a firm plan for an upgrade of the Club fleet at this stage. There is
the expectation a second K-21 would be purchased in the next few years. There is concern about
the possible impact on the Club of an economic downturn in the coming year. However, the
Committee has begun to think about the possibilities.

An advertisement for the sale of the Mosquito is being prepared and will be placed on the Club
Notice Board towards the end of February. Here's your chance.
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GCV Xmas Competitions – 2008/2009

by John Millott, Competition Director

Our Xmas competition is over for another year. This event provided the usual relaxed racing
plus the chance for pilots from GCV and other Clubs to practice for State and National
competitions which followed this season.

Key points from the competition are as follows.

Pilots

Eleven pilots flew in this year's event. In addition to GCV pilots, we welcomed a visitor from
the Geelong Gliding Club: Michael Durrant who flew an LS8. In addition, Gary Stevenson from
the Grampians Soaring Club flew with us on some days but did not enter the competition.

Flying Activity

Dates this year allowed the competition to be conveniently extended by one day to allow flying
from Saturday 27 December 2008 to Friday 2 January 2009.

Competition tasks were set on five out of the seven potential days Ð one was lost due to poor
weather and New Year's day was declared a lay-day to allow extended New Years Eve
celebrations. This proved to be a poor decision. Soaring conditions on New Years Day were
excellent despite a marginal forecast, and a great day's soaring was lost Ð just shows we should
not put too much faith in extended weather predictions.

The competition was incident free, and all pilots are to be congratulated on their safety minded
approach to flying.

Results

Overall results are a s follows.

Placing Registration Pilot Glider Total Score

1 FQF Durrant Michael LS 8/18m 3432

2 11 Max Kirschner Bob Fox Ventus 2cT/18m 3163

3 HNZ Gray Peter Discus 2743

4 WUS McKinlay Laurie LS 3 2580

5 S9 Woods Nick ASG 29/18m 2288

6 FQG Cowan Bruce Ventus 1 2267

7 GOS Martin Peter Jantar 2b 1909

8 RG Smith Stu Ventus 17.6m 732

9 LA Mike Cater Discus 650
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10 LLU O'Grady Louise ASW 19 497

11 BM Robinson Richard Std. Libelle 187

Michael Durrant from the team of Max Kirschner and Bob Fox, with Peter Gray coming in
third. Congratulations and well done to all prize winners.

Thanks

Thanks are again due to Max and Sue Kirschner. Max set tasks and scored while Sue managed
competition entries, collected entry fees and managed retrieves.

Thanks are also extended to all competing pilots who made this years event safe and enjoyable.

The competition will be held again next year between 27 December 2009 and 1 January 2010. A
similar format will be adopted and tasks will be set to accommodate less experienced cross-
county and competition pilots. All are encouraged to participate.
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Walk to D-Feet Motor Neuron Disease

Sunday 1st March 2009
Benalla Lake Foreshore
Followed by Entertainment, Lunch, Auction and fun for all.
Free T-shirt for all participants.
Pre register from 23rd February
Mitchell Health Care, 65 Bridge Street, Next to Pettifers Fashions
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Gallery Mt Beauty 2009

by Kah Chong

Alby 

Helicopter 

Gliding Club of Victoria - Airßow February 2009 - February 2009 21/2/09 9:05 PM

16 of 29



MPO with Mt Bogong in back 

Mt Bogong from Power's lookout 

Paraglider 
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Peter Presnal 
Richard Kalin lands FQO Mt Bogon in back

Steve Barry Brown launches John King 
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Approach speed sign posted 

John King with paraglider 

Mt Beauty 
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Richard Kalin and Kah Chong ferry flight 

Thermalling with a hang glider 
Tony Howe
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Gallery Nationals 2009

by Kah Chong

Clouds 

Smile 
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Outlanded on day 4 

Outlanded on day 4 

Some outlanded field on the wing 

Gliding Club of Victoria - Airßow February 2009 - February 2009 21/2/09 9:05 PM

22 of 29



A final glide 

Being coached by David Conway 

Bruce 
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Luke in FQO thermalling with GCV 

Simone and Mark 

Sonja 

Sophia and Bruce 
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The tugs 

Through Pete's eyes 

Tim and Lulu 
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Viviene 

Clouds 

Day 4 
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Day 5 

Day 5 

Day 5 
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Day 5 

Day 5 

Day 5 
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Launch crew 

Thumbs up 
Aaaaaah!

Unknown...
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